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UKe CARRINGTON CONSIDERING ABOLITION OF BBC MONITORING SERVICE
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(MARK ARNOLD-FOSTER REPORT ¢ “BBC CUTS °THREATEN® WORLD SERVICE™)

(TEXT) MR PETER SHORT, SHADOW FOREIGN SECRETARY,
SAID YESTERDAY THAT IF LORD CARRINGTON CARRIES OUT HIS
THREAT TO0 REDUCE FOREIGN OFFICE PAYMEWTS TO THE BRC,
THE INTERNAT IONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE®S STATUS WOULD
BE REDUCED TO BELOW THAT OF ALBANIA OR NORTH KOREA.

YHITEHALL SOURCES SAID THAT LORD CARRINGTON HaD AL SO
BEEN CONSIDERING THE ABOLITION OF THE BBC°S EXTERNAL
SERVICE MONITOP ING STATION AT CAVERSHAM PARK, READING ,
WHICH PROVIDES DEFENCE DEPARTHMENTS WITH MUCH OF THEIR
INTELL IGENCE, CAVERSHAM PARK COSTS ABOUT 4 MILLION POUNDS
STERLING A YFAR, THE AMOUNT LORD CARRINGTON WANTS TO SAVE,
ALTHOUGH ONE FIFTH COMES FROM THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE,

R SHORE AND THE FORMER FOREIGN OFFICE MINISTER
MR TED ROWLANDS SAID YESTERDAY THAT CUTS OF THE SIZE
PROPOSED IN THE BBC®S EXTERNAL SERVICES WERE A
"PATHETIC, INSULTING, AND DISGRACEFUL™ WAY OF ACHIEVING
SUCH A "PETTY CUT IN EXPENDITIURE.” THE FOREIGN AND
COMMONWEALTH OFFICE SAID THAT, LORD CARRINGTON wOULD
ANNOUNCE HIS DECISION ON WHICH SERVICES TO CUT IN A
WHITE PAPER IN THE AUTUMN,

THE EXTERNAL SERVICE°’S MONITORING STATION AT CAVERSHAM
PARK HAS FOR DECADES MONITORED OVERSEAS BROADCASTS IN
ABOUT 40 LANGUAGES, WORKS ROUND THE CLOCX, AND EMPLOYS
ABOUT 460 ENGINEERS AND LINGUISTS., IT POOLS OUTPUT WITH A
SIMILAR ORGANISATION IN THE UNITED STATES.. '

THERE IS NO CEPTAIN SIGN YET THAT LORD CARRINGTON OR
ANY OF HIS ADVISEPS HAVE DECIDED THAT THE MOMITORING
SERVICE OUGHT TO BE ABOL ISHED,

HIS OTHER ALTERNATIVES ARF THE ABOLITION OF BBC
SERVICES TO ASIA, AFRICA, SOUTHJEST EUROPE AND LATIN
AMERICA, OR TO THE MIDDLE EAST, THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
IS LIKFLY TOo OBJECT STRONGLY TO THE ABOLXTYON OF
CAVEP SHAF PAR K.

~=BBC STAFF YESTERDAY CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO
HALT THE PROPOSED CUTS, THE FEDERATION OF BPOADCASTING
UNIONS, WHICH REPRESENTS ALL BBC STAFF, SAID THAT IF
THE CUT IN THE ANNUAL 45 MILLION POUNDS STERL ING FOREIGN
OFFICE GRANT WENT AMEAD, THE BBC WOULD NO LONGER BE ABLE TO
PROVIDE A WORLDWIDE RADIO SERVICE TO 75 MILLION LISTENERS.
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